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NSBRO Marks 20th Anniversary 


Only four days shortof theanniversary, the 
Board of Directors met in their regular fall 
session in Washington on November 22. The 
minutes of the November 26, 1940 meeting 
show it was then that ''The Board agreed to 
change the name of the organization from the 
National Council for Religious Conscientious 
Objectors to the National Service Board for 
Religious Objectors, " 

This merged the functions ofthe former or- 
ganization with those of the Civilian Service 
Board. Both organizations had existed briefly 
and provisionally to discuss pacifist concern a- 
bout the imminent draft of conscientious objec- 
tors and to plan necessary organizational ma- 
chinery in this connection. Among those pres- 
ent at the first meeting and present as guests 
on the anniversary occasion were Dr. M. R. 
Zigler, Mr. Orie O. Miller, and Dr. Charles 
F. Boss, Jr. Zigler represented the Brethren 
Service Committee and was the first chairman 
of the Board, Miller represented the Mennonite 
Central Committee and later succeeded Zigler 
as chairman, and Boss was present at the first 
Meeting in a consultative capacity represent- 
ing the Methodist Peace Commission, 

Special guests at a luncheon were General 
Lewis B. Hershey, Director of the Selective 
Service System, and the Deputy Director Colo- 
nel Daniel Omer, who has responsibility for 
the civilian work program. Telegrams from 
A. Stauffer Curry and C. LeRoy Doty, Jr., 
both former executive secretaries, were read 
at the luncheon, and Ora Huston, also a for- 
mer executive secretary, gave his greetings 
and comments in person. Later, a special 
resolution in memory of the first executive 
secretary, Paul Comly French, now deceased, 


(Continued on page 2) 


The three men who have led the NSBRO paused 
briefly for the camera atthe recent anniversa- 
ry meeting: (left toright) M.R. Zigler, Chair- 
man 1940-48; Orie O. Miller, 1949-53; and W. 
Harold Row, 1953-60. 


Of 58 Newsworthy Men 


This article is about 58 young men who are, 
we feel, worthy of news coverage. However; 
it is extremely unlikely that any of them will 
be given recognition in the public press. Each 
of these men is currently performing work 
which is recognized as contributing to the na- 
tional health, safety, or interest. They are 
doing this because they are conscientiously 
opposed to participating in military training 
and service and because they have a belief in 
a Supreme Being involving duties superior to 
those arising from any human relation. This 
has been determined by their local draft boards, 
or by appeal boards. 

Perhaps there is nothing spectacular in all 
this, especially when itis describedin the pro- 
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Robert B. Myers: 
NSBRO Attorney- Advisor 
Recent Court Cases Involving CO's 


U. S. v. TETTENBURN, 186 Fed. Supp. 
203, decided July 22, 1960. In a painstaxing- 
ly written opinion, documented by excerpts 
from publications of Jehovah's Witnesses and 
statements by their general counsel, Judge 
Watkins of the U.S. District Court of Mary- 
land, found Leslie Bernard Tettenburn, Jr. 
guilty of failing to report for I-W work. Tet- 
tenburn was a ''Book Study Conductor" of the 
Johovah's Witnesses who devoted 83 hours a 
month to ministerial work and worked about 
152 hours a month as a blockmason earning 
$5,300 a year. He had sought the ministerial 
classification (IV-D) as well as the conscien- 
tious objector classification (I-O), and had 
been given the I-O classification after Justice 
Department recommendation. At the trial, 
Defense Counsel Pochino of Baltimore relied 
heavily on the Wiggins case in the Fifth Cir- 
cuit (WIGGINS v. U.S., 1958, 261 F2d 113, 
certiorari denied 1959, 359 U.S. 942, rehear- 
ing denied 1959, 359 U.S. 976). 

Judge Dorsey said that the Fifth Circuit 
Courtof Appeals (andinferentially the Supreme 
Court) had been wrong on three counts in its 
interpretation of what Wiggins' duties as a 
"Book Study Conductor" were: (1) This Court 
"does not agree with the holding of the Court 
of Appeals of the Fifth Circuit that the position 
of a book study conductor is roughly analogous 
to that of an assistant minister or assistant 
pastor; (2) as previously stated, it appears to 
this Court that the statutory requirement for 
“€Xérription as a minister that one teach and 
preach as his regular and customary vocation 
was not met in the Wiggins case; and (3) the 
relevance of the type of religious duties en- 
gaged in as to the issue of whether or not they 
constituted ‘teaching and preaching' was not 
met, "' 

The Courtwent onto say that ''the defendant 


in the instant case, like Wiggins, is a book 
study conductor. However, from information 
appearing in official publications of Jehovah's 
Witnesses, and from statements made by their 
general counsel Hayden C, Covington, Esquire, 
particularly a'Memorandum to National Selec- 
tive Service Appeal Board Answering Ques- 
tions Regarding Jehovah's Witnesses, ' a cer- 
tified copy of which was offered in evidence at 
the trial of this case, this Court holds thatin 
the absence of engaging in full-time ministry, 
a book study conductor is not a minister en- 
titled to exemption either within the meaning 
of the Universal Military Training and Serv- 
ice Act of 1948, as amended, or within the un- 
derstanding of Jehovah's Witnesses of their 
position under the Act." 

However, after pointing out with such care 
how the decisionin the Wiggins case was wrong, 
Judge Dorsey explained that Wiggins had de- 
voted more than 100 hours a month to the min- 
istry whereas Tettenburn had devoted less than 
100 hours. This explanation may have been 
made for the purpose of "distinguishing" the 
two cases, and for the further purpose of sug- 
gesting a "100 hour minimum" standard. 


NSBRO Anniversary, Cont'd. 


was adopted. 

The Board confirmed E, J. Clelland of West 
Columbia, South Carolina, as a director. He 
had been nominated by the last meeting of the 
Consultative Council. Clelland is Chairman of 
the General Conference of Christ's Sanctified 
Holy Church, a group which has been a mem- 
ber of the Consultative Council for a number 
of years. Another vacancy on the seven-man 
Board of Directors was not filled immediately. 
The incumbents were returned to office in the 
annual election of officers. 

In other more routine business, the Board 
heard reports by the staffand approveda budg- 
et of $28,190 for the fiscal year which began 
on Oct. 1. The Board learned in one report 
that 122 prints of the film "Alternatives" are 
now in circulation. Of these, 31 have been 





The Reporter 
For Conscience’ Sake 
Published by the 


National Service Board for 
Religious Objectors 


Room 403, 401 3rd Street, N. W. 
Washington 1, D. C. 





Board of Directors 
W. Harold Row, Chairman 
William T. Snyder, Vice-Chairman 
Herman Will Jr., Recording Secretary 
Girven H. Culley, Treasurer 
Glenn A. Reece 
E. J. Clelland 
Executive Secretary 
J. Harold Sherk 
Associate Executive Secretary 
Ellis J. Shenk 


Attorney Advisor 
Robert B. Myers 
Office Secretaries 
Helen Wiens Dale Drews 
Loyal Vanderveer 
Subscription: 1 yr.—$1.00. 2 yrs.—$1.50. 
3 yrs.—$2.00. 


Published Monthly 








distributed by Methodists, 27 by the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, 22 by the Friends, and 18 by 
the Church of the Brethren. Three films are 
in use overseas, one being in Japan and two in 
Europe, where a German script has been suc- 
cessfully adapted for use with the film. 

The Board acted to present a print of the 
film "Alternatives" to Selective Service. The 
presentation was made to General Hershey at 
the luncheon, The Information Office of the 
World Council of Churches; in Geneva, Switz- 
erland, also was made the recipient of a print 
after it was learned that it would be useful to 
them. 


News Briefs 


Donald E. Koch, 34, aconscientious objec- 
tor, filed suit in Federal Court in Los Angeles 
against 14 defendants, seeking $40,000 dam- 
ages from each, The suit, filed by Attorney 
J. B. Tietz in mid-November, named four 
members of local and state draft agencies in 
addition to other members of the Selective 
Service System, according to news reports. 
It is apparently the first time legal action has 
been taken directly against administrative per- 
sonnel connected with draft classification. 

The complaint charges that for ten years 
Koch, who had declared himself a conscien- 
tious objector, had been prosecuted and har- 
assed, At onetime he was sentenced to a four- 
year prison term. He is seeking redress for 
wrongs not altogether unique to him. A com- 
mittee from a local Unitarian Church is back- 
ing him. 

K 36 

More than fifty U. S. professors signed a 
"statement of faith'' last month supporting the 
French intellectuals who in September "'cou- 
rageously signed a manifesto against military 
service inthe Algerian war on the grounds that 
it violates conscience. '' The prominent French 
persons who signed the "Declaration of the 
121", as it has come to be known, have been 
subject to reprisals such as prohibition from 
appearing on the state-owned radio and TV net- 
work, 

* * * 

General Hershey expressed the opinion in 
a recent speech at the Brookings Institution 
that the draft alternative should be kept out of 
the proposed "Peace Corps" althoughhe favors 
the plan in general. 

* % s 
Robert Boland Brooks, the lawyer denied 


permission to take the Washington state bar 
examination, first by the state bar association 
and later confirmed by the state Supreme Court, 
was from 1942 to 1943 on the staff of the Na- 
tional Service Board for Religious Objectors. 
The case was mentioned in the lastissue. It 
is reported that a petition for certiorari is to 
be filed with the U.S. Supreme Court, The bar 
association authorities held that his refusal to 
do civilian work during the last war, and his 
subsequent conviction, showed that he "is not 
a man of good moral character."' It was on 


‘this basis that he was barred. 


% 76 aK 

The call-up of young men is ending in Brit- 
ain. In paying a tribute to the men ithas served 
in this last period of conscription, the Central 
Board for Conscientious Objectors notes that 
more than 76,000 persons have registered as 
conscientious objectors since 1939. This does 
not include persons who refused to register. 
It is estimated that there were 16,000 consci- 
entious objectors in the period from 1914 to 
1919, 

XK cs * 

The recent book "Christian Attitudes To- 
ward Warand Peace" by Dr. Roland H. Bainton 
should be of interest to most of our readers. 
It gives a historical survey of Pacifism, the 
Just War, and the Crusades. An evaluation of 
each is given with a defense of Pacifism. The 
book sells for $4.75 and is published by Abing- 
don Press. 


Of 58 Men, Cont'd. 


saic, legal language of the draft law. But, it 
is our contention that these men are just as 
newsworthy as their conscientious objector 
colleagues who may be serving in earthquake 
relief in Morocco or Chile, or working in the 
Congo, or giving technical assistance in under- 
developed countries. The newsworthy aspect 
is not as much in the type of alternative serv- 
ice they are offering their country as in the 
fact that they, resisting social pressure and 
demands, have refused to perform military 
service, Also, there is news in the very fact 
that their government has continued to allow 
this religious challenge to the control of the 
state. 

Many people are interested in knowing just 
who these conscientious objectors are. One 
common question is about the religious affil- 
iation of these men. Another curiosity has 
concerned the type of work which CO's are do- 





ing as alternative service. The NSBRO gques- 
tionnaires whichdetermine the religious affil- 
itations of these men also requests informa- 
tion on the type of work which they are doing. 
MANY CHOOSE HOSPITAL WORK 

These questionnaires show that of 58 men, 
43 persons are doing some sort of hospital 
work. The largest number of persons, 13, 
work as orderlies or nurse's aides; five men do 
maintenance or janitorial work; still others 
work in hospital kitchens or laundries. In- 
cluded in the broad range of hospital jobs are 
two persons employedin libraries of state uni- 
versity medical centers and one young drafts- 
man involved in the planning of grounds and 
buildings of a university medical center. 

One manwith special training is a research 
engineer in the rehabilitation of paralyzed pa- 
tients, another works with emotionally disturb- 
ed children. At state mental hospitals several 
work as farmers, two are attendants on wards 
and another isa psychiatric social worker. To 
complete our list we add a stock clerk, two 
pharmacist's helpers, a laboratory assistant, 
aprinter, aclerkina hospital admitting office, 
and a chief cashier in a church related hos- 
pital. 

JOBS FOR FARMERS TOO 

A number of men have found interesting 
work inagriculture andforestry to fulfill their 
Selective Service obligation. Three are con- 
nected with the United States Department of 
Agriculture - one inan insecticide testing lab- 
oratory in the Plant Pest Control Division, an- 
other as animal caretaker in dairy research, 
and a third as biological aid in crop research. 

One young man is a laboratory technician 
at an institute of forest genetics of the U.S. 


Forestry Service and another works at a state 
park. Typical of another group of men isa 
"milk sanitarian'' who inspects Grade A dair- 
ies. 

Churchagencies and institutions, other than 
hospitals, employ four of these 58 men. One 
does maintenance workat a church college and 
another at a church home for the aged. One 
has found interesting work as a bus driver and 
janitor at a mission to Hopi Indians. A church 
service agency has named a I-W as their au- 
dio-visual director. 

The remaining five persons are less easy 
to categorize, such as the man who works in a 
state division of vital statisctics processing 
birth, death, and other certificates. In an 
Elks home and ata state welfare home two oth- 
er men care for institutionalized persons. 
Special education for children who are victims 
of cerebral palsy absorbs another man's time, 
and an electrical engineer has found a position 
on the electrical and mechanical staff of the 
Federal Aviation Agency. 

Those who have followed the development of 
alternative service opportunities through Ci- 
vilian Public Service days to the present will 
note the great variety of positions now open to 
CO's. Young men going intoalternative serv- 
ice may have more suitable types of work sug- 
gested to them from a reading of this list. It 
is not intendee. however, as a scientific anal- 
ysis of the typ. of work now engaged in, since 
the sample was not takenfor this purpose. No- 
ticeably absent are the various types of work 
being done by CO's overseas. For those who 
may have wondered, the number 58 happens to 
be the number of questionnaires returned to 
our office on three successive days recently. 
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